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Eliezer Wiesel was born in a small village
in Romania on September 30, 1928. His
family was Jewish. Because of his Jewish
faith, he was brought up to believe strongly in
family, religion, community, and God. Life
was fairly good for Elie and his family as he
grew up. All of that changed when a dictator
named Adolf Hitler led his German troops on a
quest to rid Europe of all Jewish people.

In 1944, the Nazis came for the Jews where
Elie and his family lived. At the tender age of
15, Elie and other members of his family were
rounded up and sent to a concentration camp called Auschwitz.
Concentration camps were created by the Nazis to house all people
they considered to be political enemies of Hitler's government. In
truth, they were turned into death camps where Hitler's captives,
mostly Jews, were destroyed. Those who were not executed in gas
chambers were starved and worked until they reached the point of
exhaustion. To survive one of these camps was almost a miracle in
itself.

During the next year, Elie spent time in different concentration
camps. His father died while being held in Buchenwald. In his later
writings, he told of the unbelievable sights and situations he had
endured. In his first book, Night, he said, "Never shall I forget that
night, the first night in camp, which has turned my life into one long
night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed."

The Allies defeated the Germans and liberated all concentration
camps in 1945. Elie was only sixteen at the time. He was sent to an
orphanage in France to recuperate and live until he was eighteen.
Many people who were liberated from concentration camps refused
to talk about the atrocities they had endured. Elie Wiesel decided he
would be one to talk about the terrible situation. He never wanted
the world to forget that such a thing could happen to an entire race of
people, the Jewish people. He promised himself he would wait ten

years to write of his experiences.

Elie Wiesel entered the prestigious Sorbonne in Paris in 1948.
While studying at the Sorbonne, he became interested in journalism.
He worked on a French newspaper called L'arche. Through his
writing, he found he was able to enlighten his readers about the life
Jews were made to lead in World War II. His experiences led to a
lifetime of service to the Jewish people of the world.

While in New York City in 1956, Wiesel was the unfortunate
victim of an automobile accident. He spent the next year in a
wheelchair. He was unable to renew the French document that had
allowed him to travel as a "stateless" person. He decided to become a
citizen of the United States of America.

It became Wiesel's quest to honor all people who were victims of
the Holocaust. It was not just the Jews he wanted to honor. He
wanted to bring everyone who was touched by the acts of the Nazis
to be honored. He wanted the world to remember what had
happened. Perhaps his own words can express the feelings he wants
to convey. "Let us remember, let us remember the heroes of Warsaw,
the martyrs of Treblinka, the children of Auschwitz. They fought
alone, they suffered alone, they lived alone, but they did not die
alone, for something in all of us died with them."

Writing became a passion for Elie. He published more than fifty
books. Most of these books contained his personal experiences in
the concentration camps of Germany. He was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his message "of peace, atonement, and human
dignity" to the world.

His life has been active. He has used his time on earth to make a
difference. Who knows what the world might be like if everyone
lived by Elie Wiesel's philosophy of life: "To remain silent and
indifferent is the greatest sin of all."
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Questions

1. Elie Wiesel was born a Jew in Israel.

A. true
B. false

2. What is a concentration camp?

A. a government retreat
B. a prison for political prisoners
C. a youth camp
D. a training camp for the military

3. Where did Elie Wiesel attend college?

A. France
B. USSR
C. Germany
D. USA

4. How did Adolf Hitler use the concentration camps?

5. What means did Elie Wiesel use to spread his stories of what
actually happened in the concentration camps?

6. Elie Wiesel later became a citizen of what country?

A. the United States
B. Germany
C. Canada
D. England

7. According to this reading passage, what honor did Elie Wiesel
receive for his efforts to educate the world about Hitler's
treatment of the Jews and others?

A. the Nobel Peace Prize
B. the Congressional Medal of Honor
C. the National Merit Award
D. the Pulitzer Prize

8. What did Elie Wiesel say is the greatest sin?

A. killing people
B. starting a war
C. forgetting what happened
D. remaining silent and indifferent

What do you know about the Holocaust? How could you find out
more about it?
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